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I. 

LUCIAN'S  DIALOGUES 

OF  THE  DEJiD. 


DIALOGUE  1. 

x:j\rEMOj\r  jiJvB  bamippus* 

Kne.  This  is  the  verification  of  the  prov^ 
erb  '•  The  kid  vanquishes  the  lion  :" 

Dam    Why  do  you  weep,  Kneinon  ? 

Kne  Do  you  ask  why  I  weep?  I,  a  mis- 
erable wretch^  being  over-reached,  and  leav- 
ing out  of  my  ivill  those,  whom  I  particularly 
wished  to  inherit  my  esfafe, have  left  an  heir 
to  it  against  mv  wishes. 

Dam.  How  happened  that  ? 

Kne.  I  courted  the  very  rich  Hermolaus, 
who  was  childless, /i02;iK«;' for  his  death;  and 
he  not  unpleasantly  received  my  parasitical 
attention.  And  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  wise 
measure  to  show  my  will  in  public,  in  which 
I  left  him  all  my  estate^  hoping  that  he  would 
imitate  me,  and  do  the  same  to  me. 

*  Knemon  is  introduced  in  the  lower  regions  so> 
liloquizmg  ;  and  is  interrupted  b}  Damippiis,  who 
meets  him.  Theu'conversaaon  st.  king-ly  .lluhvi.tes 
fliat  parasitical  conduct  too  common  among  manjtin^.. 


Dam.  And  what  did  he  do  ? 

Kne,  I  know  not  what  he  wrote  in  his 
will:  but  X,  a  house  having  fallen  upon  me, 
suddenly  died;  and  now  Hermolaus  posses- 
ses my  estate^  having;,  like  some  pike,  torn 
eway  also  the  hook  with  the  bait. 

Dam  Not  only  these,  but  also  yourself  the 
fisi^e»man;  so  that  vou  contrived  a  trick  a- 
gaii'St  yourself. 

Kne,  I  think  S05  therefore  I  weep. 


DIALOGUE  2. 

MERCUHY  JtJ^JD  MEjYIPPUS.^ 

Men.  Where,  Mercury,  are  those  hand- 
et>mf  mew,  and  handsome  women?  conduct 
me,  who  am  a  stranger,  to  the  curiosities  of 
the  place. 

MtR.  I  have  not  leisure,  Menippus;  but 
respecting  this  subject,  look  to  the  right  hand; 
there  is  ilyacynthus,  and  Narcissus,  and  Ni- 
Ten^^  and  Achilles,and  Tyro,and  Helen,  and 
Xicda,  and  in  fine,  all  the  ancient  beauties. 

Men.  I  see  only  bones  and  skulls,  desti-» 
lute  of  flesh,  and  many  such  things. 

*•  Menippus  is  introduced  into  these  dialogues  h\ 
tlie  character  of  a  Cynx;  and  the  languag-e  which 
l^e  »ises  !3  weJl  adapted  to  the  disposition  of  tliat 
§ect  of'  phil jsophers,  both  as  to  their  ill-natia'e  3«tlr 
c^ontempt  of  rioAies, 


Mer.  And  these  bones,  which  you  seeia 
to  despise,  are  what  the  poets  admire. 

Men.  But  show  me  Helen,  for  I  cannot 
distinguish  her. 

Mer.  This  skull  is  Helen. 

Men.  Were  then,  for  this,  the  thousand 
ships  filled  from  all  Greece,  and /or  tfiis  did 
so  many  Greeks  and  Barharians  fall,  and  so 
many  cities  become  desolate  ? 

Mer.  But  you  did  not,  Menippus. see  the 
woman  when  alive:  you  too  would  have  said 
it  was  not  unjust  "•^  To  endure  calamities  a 
long-  time  for  such  a  woman;*"  since  even 
flowers,  when  they  are  withered,  if  any  one 
should  see  them  when  they  have  lost  their 
hues,  would  appear  to  him  truly  deformed. 
But  when  they  are  in  hloom,  and  possess 
their  tinges,  they  are  very  beautUul. 

Men.  1,  therefore,  wonder  at  this.  Mercu- 
ry, that  the  Greeks  did  not  perceive  that  they 
were  contending  for  a  thing  so  transient, 
and  easily  perishable. 

Ner.  I  have  not  leisure,  Menippus.  to 
reason  with  you;  wherefore,  having  chosen  a 
place  where  you  please,  abide  where  you  sta- 
tion voufself:  and  1  will  assemble  the  other 
dead. 
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DIALOGUE  3, 

^HAna.K  MEJVIPPUfSy  AJ\rD  JilERCURT. 

A  quarrel  between  Charon  and   Menlppus  for   th& 

ferriage. 

Cha.  Pay  me  the  ferriage,  thou  miscreant. 

Men.  Clamor,  Charon,  if  that  suits  jou 
best. 

Cha-  Pay  me  the  ferriage,!  say,  for  which 
I  ferried  you  over. 

Men.  You  cannot  receive  any  thing  fron; 
liim  that  has  nothing. 

Cha.  But  who  is  there,  that  has  not  au 
obolum? 

Men.  I  know  not  whether  there  be  anv 
other  one  ;  but  I  have  not. 

Cha.  But  I  will  certainly  choke  you,  by 
Pluto,  you  rascal,  if  you  do  not  pay  me. 

Men.  And  I,  having  struck  you  with  my 
v/and,  will  break  your  skull. 

Cha.  Will  you,  then,  have  sailed  sucli  a 
voyage  gratuitously? 

Men.  Let  Mercury  pay  you  for  me,  who 
lias  given  me  to  you. 

Mercury.  By  Jupiter,  I  should  be  the 
gainer,  if  I  should  also  pay  the  ferriage  for 
the  dead. 

Cha.  I  will  not  let  you  go. 

Men.  For  this  then,  having  drawn  ^oz^r 
boat  ashore — remain  here;  but  how  can  you 
receive  what  I  have  not? 

Cha.  But  did  you  not  know  that  you  ought 
Iq  bring  something  ? 


Men.  I  knew  it;  but  I  bad  notbinji;— -what 
then  ?  Ought  I   on  tliis  account  not  to  have 

died  ?  ,  -1    1 

Cha.  Will  you  alone  boast  to  have  sailed 

the  S!^ ijjc  gratu  i tou s!  v  ? 

Men.  Not  oratuitously,mostgenerou5s:r/ 

for  I  both  worked  the  pump,  and   took  tiie 
oar,  and    alone  of  all  the  passengers   wept 

not.  » 

Cha.  These  are  nothing  towards  tae  ter- 
ria^c^e.  You  ought  to  pay  the  oboluni,  for  it 
is  not  just  to  be  otherwise. 

Men.  Tben  restore  me  asjain  to  life. 

Cha.  You  sav  a  fine  thing:  as^I  for  that 
should  be  beaten  with  stripes  by  /Eacus. 

Men.  Trouble  me  not  then. 

Cha.  Show  -vhat  you  have  in  your  scrip. 

Men,  Lupines,  if  you  wish,  and  the  food 

of  Hecate. 

Cha.  Whence,  Mercury,  did  you  bring 
us  this  Cynic  ?-~and  what  rldicide  did  he 
utter  upon  the  voyage— deriding  and  ridicul- 
ing; all  the  passengers:  and  aioue  singing,. 
wiTile  tliev  were  weeping. 

Mer.  i3o  you  not  know,  Charon,  \ynat  a, 
man  you  have  ferried  over  ?  that  he  is  en- 
tirely unrestrained,  and  cares  for  nobody  .^ 
This  is  Menippus. 

Cha.  But  if  1  ever  catch  you  a^ain—  ^ 

Men,  If  you  catch  me,  most  generous  sir^. 
bivt  vou  cannot  c^itch  me  the  second  time. 


4i 
DIALOGUE  4. 

:pJROES'US,   PLUTO,   ME.YIPPUS,   MTDAS^ 
AJVD  SARDAJ^APJiLUS. 

Cro.  We  cannot,  Pluto,  suffer  this  Cynic 
Menippus  to  dwell  with  zt.s;  M'herefore, either 
remove  him  hence,  or  we  will  retire  to  an- 
other place. 

Plu.  What  hurt  can  he  do  to  you,  being 
dead  with  you  ? 

Cro.  When  we  weep  and  mourn  at  the 
remembrance  of  those  pleasures  in  the  up- 
per regions — Midas  for  his  gold,  Sardanap- 
alus  for  his  abundant  luxury,  and  I  for  my 
treasures,  he  ridicules  and  insults  us,  by- 
calling  us  slaves  and  base  villains;  and  in 
fine  he  is  troublesome. 

Pi.u.  Why  do  they  say  these  things  Me- 
nippus.^ 

Men.  They  are  all  true,  Pluto;  for  T  hate 
them  as  being  ignoble  and  abandoned:  For 
whom  it  was  not  sufficient  to  have  lived  vvick- 
cdlv;  but  also,  havinjj;  died,  they  still  remem- 
ber,  and  dwell  upon  the  things  above.  I  re- 
joice, therefore,  to  vex  them. 

Plu.  But  you  ought  not;  for  they  grieve 
at  being  deprived  of  no  small  possessions. 

Men.  Are  vou  mad  t<<o.  Pluto,  being  an 
approver  of  their  complaints  ? 

Plu.  By  no  means;  but  I  would  not  excite 
.1  sedition  amonu:  you. 

Mrn.  Be  assured  of  this,  ye  worst  of  Ljd- 
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iaiis,  Phrygians,  and  Assynaris,  that  I  will 
never  leave  you;  for  wherever  you  go  I  will 
follow,  vexing  you,  and  singing,  and.  laugh- 


ing. 


Cro.  £re  Tvot  tiiese  things  an  insult? 

Men.  No — but  those  tii;n<;3  were  an  in- 
sult which  you  practiced,  seeking  to  be 
v/orshipped,  and  ahusing  h'it(t  people,  and  be- 
ing entirely  unmindful  of  death;  wherefore 
wail,  ifavino;  lost  all  tiiese  thinjjs. 

Cro.  I  have  lost — O  Heaven  !  many  rica 
possessions. 

Mid.  And  I  how  much  gold  ! 

Sar.  And  I  how  much  luxury  ! 

Men.  Very  we!! — do  thus — grieve  on;  but 
I  contiauaiiy  chauntin;  -  Know  thvself,'^ 
will  i;ia'se  it  m\  son^;  to  vou:  lor  it  becomes 
jTie  to  sing  to  such  la^^^ritatlons^ 


DIALOGUE  5. 
ZEJVOPHAJ^TES  AJ\rD  CALLIBEMIDES:- 

Zeno.  But  how  did  you  die,Callidemides? 
For  I,  you  know,  as  I  was  the  parasite  of 
Dinias,  ate  too  much  and  was  surfeited. — 
You  too  was  present  with  we  when  I  died. 

Cal.  I  was  with  you,  Zenophantes;  but 
my  death  was  some thins^  unexpected:  for  you. 
too.  perhaps,  know  old  Pt^eodonis. 

Zend.  The  childless,  rich  man,  whom  I 
knew  that  you  frequently  visited  ? 

Kal.  The  very  same  man  1  continually 
courted,  promising  myself  that  he  would  die. 
But  when  the  event  was  deferred  a  very  long 
titiie.  and  the  old  usurer  was  living  longer 
than  Tithonus,  I  contrived  a  certain  short 
course  to  his  estate.  For  having  bought  poison, 
I  persuaded  'ns  butler,  that  when  Ftgeodorus 
sl!'')u[d  hastily  cal'  for  drink,  (and  he  usually 
drinks  freely.)  he,  having  put  a  more  effica- 
cious sort  into  the  cup,  should  have  it  ready 
and  give  it  to  him;  and  if  he  would  do  this, 
I  swore  that  I  would  make  him  free. 

Zeno„  Vt  hat  then  happened  ?  For  you  re- 
ally appear  to  be  relating  something  strange. 

Kal.  When,  therefore,  we  had  washed 
and  come  to  the  feast,  the  boy  having  two 
cups  ready,  one  for  Pt8e«»dorus,  which  had 
the  poison,  and  the  other  for  me:  Mistaking 
1  know  not  how,  gave  the  poison  to  me,  and 
th^   unpoisoned   to   Ptseodorus,      Thea  hs' 
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drank  without  injury;  but  I  instantly  lay 
extended  at  full  length,  substituted  a  corpse 
in&tead  of  liim. — What  is  this?  Are  you 
laughing  Zenophantes  ?  You  surely  ought 
not  to  deride  a  companion. 

Zend.  You  truly  suffered  a  laughable /a^e, 
Callidemides;  but  what  said  the  old  man  to 
these  things  ? 

Kal.  He  was  at  first  somewhat  alarmed 
at  tlie  sudden  disaster  j  but  having,  I  sup- 
pose, learned  what  had  happened,  he  even 
laui^hed  at  what  tiie  Butler  had  done. 

Zend.  You  ought  not  to  have  resorted  to 
that  short  course;  for  tlie  estate  would  have 
come  to  you  in  tlie  common  course  safer,  al- 
^though  it  had  been  a  little  slower. 
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DIALOGUE  6. 

PLUTO,  PROTESILAUS,  AJ^TD  PROSER*^ 

PIJVE. 

Prot.  0  our  lord  and  king  Jupiter  !  and 
thou.  0  daughter  of  Ceres  !  despise  not  a 
lover's  supplication. 

Plu.  But  what  do  vou  want  of  us  ?  or 
who  may  you  chance  to  be  ? 

Prot.  I  am  Protesilaus,  the  son  of  Iphic- 
lus;  I  am  a  PhyJacian,  and  a  fellow-soklier 
of  the  Greeks;  and  I  entreat,  that,  being  re- 
leased for  a  short  time,  I  may  be  restored  to 
life  again. 

Plu.  Ail  the  dead,  Protesilaus,  cherish 
this  same  desire;  but  none  of  them  has  ob- 
tained it. 

Prot.  But  T  cherish  this  desire,  not  on 
account  of  life,  but  on  account  of  my  wife, 
whom  as  vet  lately  man-ied  I  left  in  the  bed- 
chamber,  and  immediately  sailed  awav;  and 
then  I, an  unhappy  man,  was  slain  by  Hector 
in  disembarking.  .My  love  for  my  v»'ife, 
therefore,  0  Sovereign,  afflicts  me  immode- 
rately. And  I  am  willing,  after  being  seen 
by  her,  even  for  a  short  time,  to  descend  a- 
gain. 

Plu.  Did  you  not,  Protesilaus,  drink  of 
the  water  of  Lethe  ^ 

Prot.  Yes,  abundantly,  my  lord;  but  nvj 
case  was  beyond  its  power. 

iPlu,  Tlien  wait;,  for  she  will  finally  come 
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kere,  and  there  will  be  no  need  for  yoii  to 
return  to  her, 

Prot.  But  I  cannot  endure  the  delay, 
Pluto;  but  jou  yourself  have  also  been  en- 
gaged  in  love,  and  you  know  what  it  is  to 
love* 

Plu.  But  what  will  it  profit  you  to  be  res- 
tored to  life  one  day,  to  lament  the  same 
things  after  a  short  time  ? 

Pro  r.  I  believe  I  shall  persuade  her  also 
to  accompany  me  to  you;  so  that  you  will 
in  a  short  time  receive  two  dead,  instead  of 
one. 

Plu.  Itisunlawful  that  these  things  should 
take  place;  and  they  never  were  allowed. 

Prot.  I  will  remind  you  of  th&m,  Pluto; 
because,  for  this  same  reason,  you  restored 
Eurydice  to  Orpheus;  and  to  gratify  Hercu- 
les you  released  my  relation  Alcestis. 

Plt.  But  shall  you  be  willing,  being  thus 
a  naked  and  shapeless  skull,  to  appear  to 
that  handsome  bride  of  yours  ?  And  how 
will  she  look  at  you,  being  unable  to  discov- 
er ivho  you  are?  For,  I  well  know,  she  will 
fear  you,  and  fly  from  you:  and  you  will 
have  ascended  such  a  distance  without  profit. 

Pros.  Then  husband,remedy  this,and  com- 
mand Mercury5as  soon  as  Protesilaus  arrives 
at  the  light,  to  touch  him  with  his  wand,  and 
make  him  a  handsome  young  man,  such  as 
he  was  when  he  left  the  bed-ciiamber. 

Plu.  Since  it  pleases  Pi^)serpine,  return 
him  to  the  upper  regions,  and  make  hyp  a 
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&rKlegroom;  and  do  you  remember,  that  yoii 
have  received  one  day. 


DIALOGUE  7. 
MEJ\^IPPUS  A.YD  TAjYT.ILUS: 

Men.  Why  do  you  weep  Tantalus  ?  Or 
■why  do  you  mourn,  standing  near  the  lake? 

Tant.  Because,  Menippus,  I  am  perish* 
ing  with  thirst. 

Men.  Are  you  so  lazy  as  not  to  have  laitt 
down  to  drink  }  Or  to  have  drawn  some  ?ra-* 
ter  in  the  hollow  of  your  hand  ^  by  Jupiter ! 

Tant.  It  is  of  no  use. if  I  should  lie  down; 
for  the  water  flees,  wlien  it  sees  me  appr?>aca- 
ins:;  and  whenever  I  have  drawn  anv  and 
brought  it  to  my  mouth,  before  that  1  hav© 
wet  the  outside  of  my  lips,  the  water  e\ea 
running  out  between  my  fingers,  I  know  not 
hov.',  leaves  my  hand  dry  again. 

Men.  You  suffer  something  strange <  Tan- 
talus; hut  tell  me — why  do  you  even  need 
drink  }  for  you  have  no  body  ;  but  that  is 
perhaps  buried  in  Lydia,  which  could  both 
hunger  and  thurst.  But  how  can  you  a  souly 
still  eitljer  hunger  or  thirst  } 

Tant.  But  this  very  thing  is  wy  punish- 
ment, ti^at  my  soul,  as  though  it  were  a  body, 
shoubj  thirst. 

Mf.n.  This  we  will  lielieve  to  he  so,  sinc& 
you  said  t':at  yon  was  punished  with  thirst- 
But  what  then  will  be  dieadful  to  you  ?  or 
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<lo  you  fear  lest  you  should  die  for  the  -waiu 
of  drink  r  1  really  st-e,  after  t!.is,  no  other 
hell  nor  death,  leading'  hence  to  another 
place. 

Tant.  You  say  right;  and  this,  then,  is  a 
part  of  my  condemnation,  the  desiring  to 
drink,  when  I  need  nothing. 

Men.  You  are  insane  Tantalus,  and  you 
really  seem  to  need  drink,  even  the  unmixed 
Hellebore,  hy  Jupiter !  for  you,  dreading 
not  water,  but  thirst — suffer  differently  from 
those,  who  are  tormented  by  hungry  dogs. 

Tant.  I  do  not  refuse,  Menippus,  to  drink 
the  Hellebore,  if  1  only  had  it. 

Men.  Be  of  good  cheer,  Tantalus,  since 
neither  you  nor  any  others  of  the  dead  will 
drink  it;  for  it  is  impossible,  though  all  do 
not,  like  you,  thirst  from  condemnation, 
\vhile  the  water  avoid^s  them. 
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DIALOGUE  8. 

tEACtJS,  PROTEUS,  MEJSTELAUS,  AJ^P 

PARIS. 

JEsi.  Why,  Protesilaus,  having  attacked 
Helen,  are  jou  choaking  her  ? 

Prot.  Because,  JEacus,  for  her  I  died, 
leaving  my  house  half  finished,  and  my  new 
espoused  wife  a  widow. 

j^a.  Blame  then  Menelaus,  who  led  you. 
from  such  a  wife  to  Troy. 

Prot.  You  sav  right:  I  must  blame  him. 

Mene.  Not  me,  most  noble  sir;  but  more 
justly  Paris,  who  contrary  to  every  princi- 
ple of  justice,  seized  the  wife  of  me  his  host, 
and  fled:  he,  therefore,  having  been  the  cause 
of  death  to  so  many,  deserves  to  be  choaked 
not  by  you  only,  but  also  by  all  the  Greeks 
and  barbarians. 

Prot.  It  is  better  to  do  so;  th'erefore, un- 
happy Paris,  I  will  never  let  you  go  from  my 
hands.  « 

Paris.  You  will  do  injustice  then,  Protesi- 
laus, and  that  to  one  who  is  of  the  same  art 
with  yourself;  for  I  myself  am  also  a  lover, 
and  am  bound  by  the  same  God.  But  you 
know  that  love  is  something  involuntary,  and 
some  Deity  leads  you  wherever  he  pleases, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  resist  him. 

Prot.  You  say  right;  I  wish  then  it  were 
possible  for  me  to  take  Cupid  here. 

^^a.  I  will  answer  ^ou  correctly  for  £\x^ 
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pid,  for  he  liimself  would  tell  you,  tliat  h(i 
was  equally  the  cause  of  love  to  Paris,  and 
to  you;  but  that  no  other  one,  Protcsiiaus, 
teas  the  cause  of  your  death  than  youiself, 
who  forgot  your  new  married  wife,  and  when 
you  arrived  at  Troy,  thus  fearlessly  and 
rashly  jumped  ash.ore  before  the  rest,  fired 
with  the  love  of  glory,  for  which  you  was 
slain  first  in  disembarking;. 

FiioT.  Sh.aU  I  then  answer  you  more  cor- 
recily  for  myseifj  For  1  am  not  the  cause  of 
these  things,  hut  fate,  and  its  being  thus  or- 
dained from  the  be'i;inning. 

-Ea-  You  say  right;  why,  then,  do  you 
blaffie  these  men  ? 


B  -2 


18- 

DIALOGUE  9. 

DIOGEKES  A^TD  ALEXAJ^DEJR. 

DioG.  What  is  this,  Alexander,  are  you 
dead  too  like  all  of  us  ?* 

Alx.  You  see  it  so^  Diogenes;  and  it  rs 
TJot  strange,  that  I,  being  a  mortal,  should, 
die. 

DioG.  Did  Amnion  lie  then,  saying  yon. 
was  his  own  sonj  or  were  you  really  Philip's 
son  ? 

Alx.  Doubtless  Philip's;  for  were  I  Am- 
nion's 1  had  not  died. 

DioG.  They  also  reported  similar  false- 
hoocls  about  Oi^'mpias,  stating^  that  a  dragon 
cohahifed  with  her,  and  was  seen  in  her  bed; 
and  then  timt  you  was  thus  begotten;  and 
that  Philip  was  deceived  to  think  himself 
your  father. 

Alx.  I  too  heard  these  things  as  well  as 
you;  but  now  I  see  that  neither  my  Mother, 
iior  the  prophets  of  Jupiter  said  any  thing 
to  be  credited. 

DioG.  But  their  lie  was  not  useless  to  you, 
Alexander,  in  your  enterprises;  for  many 
feared  you,  thinking  you  to  be  a  God.  But 
tell  me;  to  whom  have  you  left  so  great  a 
kingdom  ^ 

*  The  author^  in  this  dialog'iie,  admirably  ridicules 
the  practice    which   prevailed    among'   the   ancient, 
kings,  of  pretending-   to    derive   their  descent  from 
ihe  Gods — of  usurping-  the  titles,  and  arrog'ating*  tO'" 
themselves  the  worsliij^)  of  the  SiiprciDC  L*eing-. 


Alx.  I  know  not,  Dio^^enes,  for  I  com- 
iVianded  nothing  respecting  it.  before  my 
death,  t\mn  this  onlv;  that,  when  dying,  I 
gave  my  ring  to  Perdiccas.     But  why  do  you 

kugh  Diogenes  ? 

DioG.  At  what  else  6/0  J  lau^Ji,  than  be- 
cause I  remember  what  the  Greeks  did,  when 
upon  vour  entrance  into  the  sovereignty, 
they  flattered  you,  and  chose  you  their 
Prince,  and  conimander  against  the  Barba= 
rians.  And  sf)me  even  ranked  you  among 
the  twelve  Gods;  built  temples,  and  sacri- 
ficed to  you  as  the  son  of  a  Dragon.  But 
tell  me,  where  have  the  Macedonians  buried 

you  ?  .«    7  . 

'  Alx.  As  yet  I  lie  in  Babylon,  thfs  Uin^ 
the  third  day  since  my  death.  But  Ptolemy, 
my  armor-bearer,  has  promised,  if  ever  he 
can  get  leisure  from  the  disturbances,  that 
are  on  foot,  to  carry  me  into  ^^gypt,  and 
bury  me  there,  that'l  may  become  one  of  the 
^^gvptian  Gods. 

DioG.  Shall  I  not  laugh,  Alexander,  to 
see  you  still  acting  tiie  part  -f  a  fool  in  Hell, 
and  Sloping  to  become  an  Anubis,  or  Osiris  ? 
But,  Divine  Sir,  hope  not  for  these  things; 
for  it  is  not  possible  titat  any  of  those,  who 
have  once  crossed  the  ii^/err^«/ lake,  and  en- 
tered the  interior  of  the  cave,  should  return; 
for  ^Eacus  is  not  negligent,  nor  Cerberus  to 
be  slighted.  But  I  would  gladly  learn  this 
from  vou,  how  you  can  endure  your  griej 
ivheo  you  perceive  that  you  have  come  here^ 


leav'ms;  tipon  the  earth  so  much  happiness— 
your  guards,  and  armor-l-earers,  and  satrai}S, 
and  vvorshippin;.!  nations;  and  Babylon,  and 
Bactia,  and  jour  elepliants,  and  honor,  and 
glory,  and  ridinoj  in  pul,lic  triumph,  having 
jour  head  bound  with  a  white  Coronet,  and 
your  purple  n}!)e  fastened  with  a  buckle  ? — 
Bo  not  these  thin<i;s,  recurring  to  your  mem- 
ory afflict  you  ?  Why,  O  fool,  do  you  weep  ? 
Did  not  tl.e  wise  Aristotle,  as  to  these  things, 
teach  you  not  to  consider  the  gifts  of  fortune 
permanent  .^ 

Alx.  Wise  !  he  ivise,  who  was  the  mean- 
est of  all  flatterers!  But  permit  me  alone 
to  kno^f  best  ti^e  conduct  of  Aristotle,  and 
what  requests  he  made  to  me,  and  what  let- 
ter r,  he  wrote  to  me;  and  how  he  abused  my 
ambition  for  learninj^-,  by  .'Mattering  and  prais- 
ing j;ip,  sometimes  fur  my  iieauty,  as  thr;uo|i 
even  this  were  a  part  of  virtue.  Sometimes 
for  iny  actions,  and  for  my  wealth,  for  lie 
especially  considered  tiiis  a  virtue,  that  he 
also  might  be  less  ashamed  when  receiving 
it.  He  was  a  juggler,  Diogenes,  and  a  craft 
ty  deceiver.  Yet  I  have  enjoyed  this  benefit 
from  his  wisdom,  to  grieve  for  w'lat  vou  just 
now  enumerated,  as  for  the  greatest \irtues. 

DioG  But  do  you  kjiow  what  you  shall 
do.?  i  will  indeed  suirgest  a  cure  for  your 
sorrow,  since  tiie  Hellebore  does  not  grow 
here.  Do  you,  having  drawn  the  water  of 
l^etlie,  drink  it  in  large  draughts,  and  drink 
again  J  and  often?  for  thus  you  wiU  cease  to 


%e  grieved  for  Aristotle's  pleasures.  But 
vetire,  for  I  even  see  bothClitus  himself,  and 
Kallisthenes,  and  many  others  rushing  upon 
you,  that  they  may  tare  you  in  pieces,  and 
take  revenge  upon  you  for  the  injuries,  which 
you  did  them.  Wherefore,  go  over  to  the 
other  skore,  and  drink  often  as  I  observed., 

DIALOGUE  10. 
MERCURY  A.m  CHAROJ\*, 

Mer.  Let  us,  Charon,  if  you  think  proper, 
settle  accounts,  to  see  how  much  you  owe 
me  now,  that  we  may  hereafter  have  no  con- 
tention about  these  things. 

Cha.  Let  us  reckon,  Mercury;  for  it 
is  better  and  more  secure  against  diffi- 
culty, to  come  to  a  determination  about 
them. 

Mer.  I  brought  you  an  anchor,  at  your 
request,  for  five  drachms. 

Cha.  You  say  for  a  high  price. 
Mer.   By   Pluto  !    I    bought   it   for   five 
drachms,  and  the  strap  to  fasten  the   oar, 
for  two  oholi. 

Cha.  Set  down  the  five  drachms  and  two 
oboli. 

Mer.  And  I  paid  five  oboli  for  a  needle 
to  mend  the  sail. 

Cha.  Add  tV-em  also. 
Mer=  And  the  w  ■>,  that  you   might  stop 
^i\Q  chiaKs  of  the   ooat,  and   nails,  and  a 
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cord,  with   uhicli  you  made  a  brace,  all  for 
wo  drdchms. 

Cha.  Well  done;  you  bought  these  fop 
their  worth — 

M  ER.  These  are  rt/^,  except  something;  else 
has  escaped  me  in  the  reckoning.  When 
then,  do  you  say,  you  will  pay  for  these  ? 

Cha.  it  is  impossible  now,  Mercury;  but 
if  some  pla^^ue  or  war  sliould  send  down 
some  multitudes,  it  will  then  he  possible  to 
gain  soinetiiing  by  overcharging  the  ferriage. 

Mer.  Now,  thereTure,  1  will  sit  down, 
praving  that  the  worst  disasters  may  happen, 
that  t  may  profit  by  them. 

Cha.  It  is  exactly  so,  Mercury;  and  now 
few,  as  you  see,  come  to  us,  because  there  is 
peace. 

Mer.  It  tvould  be  better  to  be  so,  if  also 
the  dei»t  could  be  paid  me  by  you.  But  you 
knou ,  Charon,  what  ancients  came  i.ere,  all 
robust,  full  of  blood,  and  many  wounded;— 
hut  now  there  comes  occasionaily,  some  one 
killed  with  poison  by  Ids  son,  or  wife;  or 
having  his  belly  and  legs  swollen  by  luxury; 
for  they  are  all  pale,  and  degenerated,  not 
reseoihlini*;  those  awci^w/s.  But  uiost«)f  tiiem 
come  here  by  means  of  riches,  plotting /or 
them,  against  each  otlier,  as  they  appear  to 
we. 

Cha.  Likely,  for  they  are  very  desirable —  * 
Mer.  1  should  not,  therefore,  apj  ear  to- 
do  wrong,  in  rigidly  demanding  of  you  what, 
is  due. 


li. 


LUCIAN'S  FABLES, 

OR 
LUCIJIJVS  FABULOUS  DIALOGUES^ 

In  which  he  ridicules,  with  much  skill,  those  absurd 
tioiloiis  which  tlie  ancients  entertained  respecting' 
fteu*  Gods- 

DIALOGUE  1. 

JUPITER  JiJ^'D  MERCUlir. 

Jup.  Mercury,  do  you  know  the  beautiful 
dai.'i-' ter  of  Inachns? 

Mer.  Yes.  you  mean  To. 

Jijp,  S!'.e  is  ho  longer  a  girl,  but  a  beifer! 

Mer,  That  is  strange!  but  bow   was   she 

clianged  ? 

Jup.  Juno,  becoming  jealous,  cbanged  ber; 

moreover  she  has  invented  a  certain  other 
jiew  affliction  for  the  miserable  woman;  she 
has  placed  over  her  u  certain  many-eyed 
herdsman, bj  name  Argus,  who,  being  sleep- 
less, feeds  the  heifer. 

V.RR.  What  then  ought  we  to  do  ? 

Jup-  Do  yon,  having  flown  down  to  Ne- 
jnea.  the  place  v/h ere  Argus  feeds  the  he\fev^ 
■Slav  him  :  and  lead  away  lo  across  th.e  sea 
to  E^vpt,  and  make  her  Isis  5  and  henceforth 


S4 

let  iver  \ye  a  goddess  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  ;  and  let  her  raise  tiie  Nile,  and 
send  forth  the  winds,  and  save  the  mariners,. 


DIALOGUE  2. 
mis  AJSTD  JVEPTUJVE, 

Iris.  It  has  so  happened,  Neptune,  that 
the  wandering  island,  that  was  torn  off  from 
Sicily,  is  still  floating  under  water;  stop  it, 
says  Jupiter,  and  raise  it  to  view ;  and  hav- 
ing fixed  it  very  firmly,  cause  it  to  remain 
immoveably  visible  in  tlie  midst  of  the  Ae- 
gean sea ;  for  he  has  some  use  for  it. 

Nep.  That  shall  quickly  be  done^  Iris ; 
but  when  raised  to  view,  and  no  more  float- 
ing what  use  will  it  afford  him  ? 

Iris.  Latona  must  bring  forth  on  it,  for 
she  is  already  ill  with  the  pains  of  travail. 

Nep.  W-hat  then  r  is  not  heaven  suffi- 
cient for  her  to  bring  forth  in  ?  but  if  it  is 
not,  still  could  not  the  whole  earth  reteive 
her  childern  .^* 

Iris.  No,  Neptune ;  for  Juno  has  bound 
the  earth  with  a  great  oath,  not  to  grant  La- 
tona a  reception  other  oftspring.  This  isl- 
and, then,  is  free  from  the  oath,  for  it  wa9 
invisible. 

*  1  hat  is;  Even  though  heaven  were  not  sufficient; 
AvouM  not  the  whol^  earth  be  better  thmi  tUifi  small 
island  ? 
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Nep.  I  perceive  the  use  of  it.  Stop,  0  1 
Island !  and  emerge  again  from  tlie  deep, 
and  move  no  more  under  water,  but  remain 
immoveable,  and  receive,  O  most  bappy  is- 
land^ my  brothers  two  children,  the  hand- 
somest of  the  Deities:  and,  ye  Tritons,  ferry 
over  Latona  to  it,  and  let  all  things  be 
t^alm.  And  the  children,  when  they  arc 
born,  shall  forthwith  persecute  and  avenge, 
for  their  mother,  the  serpent,  which  now  ter- 
rifies and  torments  her.  And  do  thou  in- 
form Jupiter,  tliat  all  things  are  ready.  De- 
los  has  stoppedj  let  Latona  come,  and  bring 
forth. 


c 


DIALOGUE  5. 
'*JrHE  RIJ'ER  XAjXTJIUS  AXn  THE  SEA.^ 

Xan.  0  Sea!  receive  me  suffering-  dread- 
ful di.>tresi>;  extinguish  iny  wounds. 

Sea.  What  is  thisj  Xanthus  ^  who  has 
burned  you  ? 

Xan.  Vulcan;  hut  I,  a  miserable  icretch^ 
am  completely  reduced  to  a  cinder,  and  I 
seethe. 

Sea.  But  why  did  he  throw  fire  in  you  ? 
/Xan.  On  account  of  the  son  of  Thetis:  for 
\vhen  I  supplicated  him  to  stop  slaying  the 
Pliryj;ians,  and  he  suppressed  not  his  rage, 
but  was  damming  up  my  current  with  the 
dead;  then  /,  commiserating  the  unfortunate 
JPhry^ians,  attacked  hiui^  wishing  to  im- 
merse kinij  that  he  might  be  terrified,  and 
relinquish  tJie  men.  Then  Vulcan,  (for  he 
happened  to  he  somewliere  near)  bringing  all 
his  fire,  as  much,  I  believe,  as  he  had,  or  as 
there  is  in  JRina,  or  any  where  else,  attack- 

*  This  dIalog"ue  is  intended  to  ndicule  that  part  of 
the  vventy -first  book  of  the  Ilind,  (See  lines  214,  234 
S42,  &  357)  where  Homer  tells  us,  that  in  a  warm 
contest  between  the  Greeks  and  Trojans,  several 
Gods  being'  engag'ed  on  both  sides,  the  river  ((rrGod 
of  the  river)  Xanthus,  seeinid;;  Aclnlles  slans^hterinj;- 
the  Phryg-ians  on  his  bc^nks,  attempted  to  drown  him 
by  o^  er'iiowing'  his  bank-;,  and  delug"ing  the  place, 
wh.ere  lie  rbug-ht.  And  that  Vulcan,  t.iking"  part  With 
the  Creeks,  attacked  tlie  flood  of  X.inihiis  witli  aeon-- 
f]<:f4-ration,  by  whicli  ihe  v/hole  channel  was  nearly- 
dried  up. 
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ed  me,  and  burned  mtj  elm-trees  and  tama- 
risks, and  roasted  Viiy  miserable  tisbes.  and 
my  very  eels:  andhavino-  caused  me  mvseli  to 
boil  violent!}',  made  me  almost  couipletely 
dry.  You  see.  tlien,  how  1  am  tormented 
with  the  burnings. 

Sea.  Yon  are  dirty.  Xanthus,  and  hot.  as' 
is  probable;  for  the  blood  proceeding  fronx 
the  slain,  and  the  heat,  asyor,  observed,  from 
the  fire,  have  made  you  so.  And  probaMv, 
Xanthus,  you  assaulted  my  son,  not  reveren- 
cing him  because  he  was  the  son  of  a  sea* 
nymph. 

Xan.  Ought  T  not,  then,  to  have  commis- 
erated the  Phrygians,  uhiO  were  my  neigh- 
bors ? 

Sea.  And  ought  not  Vrdcan  to  have  com-- 
niiserated  Achillea,  v.ho  was  the  syn  of  The • 
ti^.? 


DIALOGUE  4. 
VULCAX  AXD  JUPITER 

VuL.  What  must  I  do,  Jupiter  ?  For  I 
have  come  as  you  commanded,  having  an  ax 
sharp  enough',  if  it  is  necessary,  to  even 
cleave  stones  at  a  blow. 

J  UP.  Well  done,  Vulcan;  but  strike  hard 
ivith  it,  and  cleave  my  head  in  sunder. 

VuL.  Are-  you  trying  me,  to  see  if  I  am 
wad  r  But  command  sincerely  then  what 
you  wish  to  be  done  for  you. 

Jup.  I  command  my  skull  to  be  cleft;  but 
if  you  disobey,  you  shall  not  now  for  the  first 
time  experience  my  anger.  But  you  must 
strike  with  all  your  might,  nor  deiay;  for  I 
am  perishing  with  the  pains  of  travail,  which 
derange  my  brain. 

VuL.  See,  Jupiter,  that  1  do  no  injury:  for 
the  ax  is  sharp,  and  will  not  deliver  you  with- 
out  blood,  nor  after  the  manner  of  Lucina. 

Jup.  Only  strike  boldly,  Vulcan;  for  I 
know  it  is  beneficial. 

VuL.  Jaw  unwilling,  but  I  will  strike,  for 
ought  I  not  to  do  any  thing  when  you  com- 
mand.? What  is  this  ?  an  armed  maid  ?  You 
Had,  Jupiter,  a  great  malady  in  your  head; 
probably  for  this  you  raved,  supporting  so 
great  a  virgin  aiive  under  the  membrane  of 
your  brain,  a,nd  that  ^oo  armed.  Surely  you 
secretly  possessed  a  camp,  not  a  head.  But 
she  dances,  and  performs  tha  Pyrriiian  feats, 
and  flourishes  her  shield,  and  brandishes  hev 
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spear,  and  is  (rivinelv  inspired;  mm  ivhat  iV 
the  ^•;-ea'"<^st,  si  e  i^.as  instantly  })eco^np  verj 
handsouie  nnd  full  stature- 1.  8he  is  blue- 
eyeci,  Isut  tlie  helmet  is  an  oinar.ieiit  to  tiat 
defirrniti/.  \N"lje»'erare.  Jupiter,  pay  nie  tb.c 
charges  of  midwirery  by  espousing  her  t® 
me. 

Jup.  You  ask  an  irapossibiiity,  Vnlcan: — 
for  she  Vvis'ies  to  ahvays  remain  a  virgin;  I. 
hovvever,  refuse  nothing,  that  depends  upon 
nie.  , 

VuL.  That  is  ichat  T  wisl.ed.  It  sliall 
hereaftei-  engross  my  attention;  and  1  will 
soon  ravish  her. 

Jup.  Do  so,  if  it  is  easy  for  yon:  h.ux  I 
know  that  you  are  desirous  of  inspossibill- 
ties. 
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DIALOGUE  5. 
JUPITER,  MSCULJIPIUS,  JJS^D  HER- 

CULES* 

Jup.  Cease,  ^scuiapius  and  Hercules, 
quarreling  with  each  other  like  mortals;  such 
things  certainly  are  indecent,  and  foreigi^ 
from  the  feast  of  the  Gods. 

Her.  But  do  you  wish,  Jupiter,  that  this 
apothecary  should  lie  down  to  the  feast  be- 
fore me  ^ 

VEs.  Certainly,  for  I  am  better  than  you. 

Her.  In  what  respect  ^  O  you  thunder- 
struck villain  !  Because  Jupiter  slew  you 
with  lightning  when  doing  what  was  unlaw- 
ful; but  now  through  pity  you  again  enjoy 
your  immortality.^ 

^s.  And  have  you  then  foi'got,  Hercules, 
that  you  was  burned  to  death  on  Mount  CEta, 
that  you  reproach  me  with  fire  .^t 

Her,  We  have  by  no  means  lived  equally 
and  similarly.  I,  on  the  one  hand,  am  the 
son  of  Jupiter;  and  have  endured  so  great 
hardships  to  purify  my  life,  by  subduing  wild 

*  This  dialogue  was  probably,  written  to  ridicule 
some  disputes  about  the  merits  of  Hercules,  and 
jT^sculapius. 

f  While  you  reproa,ch  me  for  being  killed  with 
Jig-htning-,  have  you  forgotten   that   }  ou  was  burned 

to  death  upon  a  funeral   pile,  on  Mount  CEta  ? 

jEsculapius  was  struck  with  lightning  by  Jupiter  for 
raising"  the  dead  to  life;  and  Hercules  was  burned 
upon  a  funeral  pile   erected   bv   hinisplf  on  Mpunt 

a:ta. 


beasts,  and  punishing  injurious  men;  yoUj 
on  the  other,  are  a  root-gatherer,  and  a 
quack,  useful  perhaps  to  apply  some  of  your 
medicines  to  sick  people,  but  exhibiting  noth* 
ing  manly. 

-^s.  You  say  right;  for  I  cured  your  burns, 
when  you  lately  came  up  here  half  burned, 
having  your  body  wasted  both  by  the  tunic, 
and  after  that  with  the  fire.  But  I,if  I  excell 
you  in  nothing  else,  have  never  been  a  ser- 
vant like  you,  nor  have  I  carded  wool  in 
Lydia,  as  you  did,  clothed  with  scarlet,  and 
corrected  by  Omphale  with  a  golden  slipper. 
Nor  have  I,  in  a  fit  of  insanity,  murdered 
my  children  and  my  wife.* 

Her.  If  you  do  not  stop  insulting  me, 
you  certainly  shall  soon  find,  that  your  im^^ 
mortality  will  not  profit  you  much;  for  I  will 
seize  you,  and  cast  you  down  headlong  from 
heaven,  so  that  Paeon  shall  not  be  able  to 
cure  3"our  broken  skull. 

Jup.  Cease,  I  say!  and  disturb  not  our 
feast,  or  I  will  send  you  both  away  from  the 
banquet.  And  it  is  certainly  right,  Hercu- 
les, that  ^sculapius  should  lie  down  to  the 
feast  before  you,  since  he  also  died  first. 

*  Hercules  experienced  three  fits  of  Insanitj';  in 
one,  lie  slew  the  brother  of  lole;  in  another  he  niar- 
clered  his  wife  Meg-ara,  and  his  childi-en  by  her;  and 
in  tlie  other  he  attempted  to  carry  away  the  Tripod 
from  Apollo's  temple  at  Delphi;  for  which,  he  was 
told  by  the  oracle,  he  must  be  sold  as  a  slave.  He 
was  accordingly  sold  fo?  three  yeai'S  to  OmphalCj 
.fjueeii  of  Lydia, 
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DIALOGUE  5. 

JUPITER,  ^scuLMPius,  ji;n*d  HER^ 

CULES.* 

Jup.  Cease,  j^sculapius  and  Hercules, 
quarreling  witli  each  other  like  mortals;  such 
things  certainly  are  indecent,  and  foreign 
from  the  feast  of  the  Gods. 

Her.  But  do  you  wish,  Jupiter,  that  this 
apothecary  should  lie  down  to  the  feast  be- 
fore ine  ? 

VEs.  Certainly,  for  I  am  better  than  you. 

Her.  In  what  respect  ?  O  you  thunder- 
struck villain  !  Because  Jupiter  slew  you 
with  lightning  when  doing  what  was  unlaw- 
ful; but  now  through  pity  you  again  enjoy 
your  immortality? 

jEs.  And  have  you  then  foi'got,  Hercules, 
that  you  was  burned  to  death  on  Mount  ffita, 
that  you  reproach  me  with  fire  .^t 

Her,  We  have  by  no  means  lived  equally 
and  similarly.  I,  on  the  one  hand,  am  the 
son  of  Jupiter;  and  have  endured  so  great 
hardships  to  purify  my  life,  by  subduing  wild 

*  Tills  dialogue  was  probably,  written  to  ridicule 
some  disputes  about  tlie  merits  of  Hercules,  and 
JEsculapius. 

f  While  you  reproach  me  for  being  killed  with 
Jigiitning,  have  you  forgotten   that   you  was  burned 

to  death  upon  a  funeral   pile,  on  Mount  CEta  ? 

.'Esculapius  was  struck' with  lightning  by  Jupiter  for 
raising"  the  dead  to  life;  and  Hercules  was  burned 
upon  a  funeral  pile  erected  bv  himself  on  3Ipunt 
fEta. 
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beasts,  ami  punishing  injurious  men;  you, 
on  the  other,  are  a  root-gatherer,  and  a 
quack,  useful  perhaps  to  apply  some  of  your 
medicines  to  sick  people,  but  exhibiting  noth- 
ing manly. 

Ms.  You  sav  right;  for  I  cured  vour  burns, 
when  you  lately  came  up  here  half  burned, 
having:  your  body  wasted  both  by  the  tunic, 
and  after  that  with  the  fire.  But  I, if  I  excel! 
yoii  in  nothing  else,  have  never  been  a  ser- 
vant like  you,  nor  have  I  carded  wool  in 
Lydia,  as  you  did,  clothed  with  scarlet,  and 
corrected  by  Omphale  with  a  golden  slipper. 
Nor  have  I,  in  a  fit  of  insanity,  murdered 
my  children  and  my  wife.* 

Her.  If  you  do  not  stop  insulting  me, 
you  certainly  shall  soon  find,  that  your  im- 
mortality will  not  profit  you  mucli:  for  I  will 
seize  yoiu  and  cast  you  down  headlong  from 
heaven,  so  that  Paeon  shall  not  be  able  to 
cure  your  broken  skull. 

Jup.  Cease,  I  say!  and  disturb  not  our 
feast,  or  I  will  send  you  both  away  from  the 
banquet.  And  it  is  certainly  right,  Hercu- 
les, that  ^sculapius  should  lie  down  to  the 
feast  before  you,  since  he  also  died  first. 

*  Flercules  experienced  three  fits  of  insanity;  in 
one,  he  slew  the  brother  of  lole;  in  another  he  mur- 
dered his  wife  Megara,  and  his  children  by  her;  and 
in  tlie  other  he  attempted  to  carry  away  the  Tripod 
from  Apollo's  temple  at  Delphi;  for  which,  he  was 
told  by  the  oracle,  he  must  be  sold  as  a  slave-  He 
was  accordingly  sold  for  three  ye.us  to  OmphalCj 
fjiieea  of  Lydifi, 
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DIALOGUE  r. 

ME^'^ELJiVS  JJJYD  PROTEUS.^ 

Men.  But  that  you  should  become  water, 
Proteus,  is  not  incredible,  since  you  are  a 
sea-god;  and  that  you  may  be  c/ianged  to  a 
tree  is  likewise  tolerable;  and  when  you  was 
transformed  into  a  lion,  neither  was  this  also 
beyond  belief:  But  if  it  is  also  possible  that 
^ou,  living  in  the  Ocean,  should  become  tire, 
this  I  I  greatly  admire,  and  disbelieve. 

Prot.  Marvel  not,  Menelaus,  for  \  do  be- 
come^ re. 

Men.  I  myself  even  saw  you.  But  you 
seem,  (for />iz/  opinion  shall  be  stated  to  you) 
-to  apply  a  kind  of  legerdemain  to  the  per- 
formances, and  to  deceive  the  eyes  of  tho 
spectators,  yourself  not  becoming  such  as 
you  ajjpeared. 

PiioT.  And  what  deception  could  thQre 
he  in  things  so  plain  ^  Did  you  not  see  wiili 
open  eyes  into  what  shajJes  I  transformed 
myself?  But  if  you  disbelieve  it.  and  it  ap- 
pears to  be  a  delusion,  and  a  phantasma  to 
be  standing  before  your  eyes;  when  I  next, 

*  This  dialogue  is  intended  to  ridicule  a  scene  be- 
tween Menelaus  and  •  Proteus,  in  Homers  Odessey, 
where  Menelaus  is  represented,  as  having-  by  the  di- 
rection of  the  Nymph  Eidothea,  seized  Proteus,  hei^ 
lather,  (a  sea-god,  who  could  change  his  form  and, 
appecirance  at  pleasure)  and  learned  from  hmi,  how 
he  ai.ght  escape  ^rom  the  island  of  Pharas,  whp'O, 
l^  was  4etajfted  by  contrary  wmd?^ 
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become  ifirc — touch  your  hand  to  me  most: 
generous  sir,  and  you  will  perceive,  u  aether 
I  really  then  possess  the  faculty  of  hurning* 

Mer.  The  experiment  is  not  a  safe  one<f 
Proteus. 

Prot.  But  you  appear  to  me  to  have  nev- 
er seen  the  Polypus,  nor  to  have  learned, 
what  changes  tiiat  fish  undergoes. 

Men.  I  have  seen  the  Polypus,  hut  would 
with  pleasure,  learn  from  you  what  transfer-' 
mation  it  suffers. 

Prot.  To  whatever  rock  it  comes,  and 
fastens  its  hollow  claws,  and  by  clin^i;ing 
holds  fast  by  its  slender  claws,  to  that,  it 
makes  itself  similar,  and  changes  its  color^ 
assuming  the  color  of  the  stone:  so  that  it 
can  lie  concealed  from  fishermen;  by  this 
transformation^  not  differing  from  the  stone 
in  appearance,  but  resembling  it.  and  is  not 
visible. 

Men.  So  it  is  reported;  but  your  case  iSs 
much  more  paradoxical,  Proteus. 

Prt.  I  know  not,  Menelaus,  what  else 
3'ou  can  believe,  if  you  distrust  your  owtt 
eyes. 

Men.  I  actually  saw  your  change;  but  i^ 
is  to  ne  prodigious,  tliat  you  should  become 
fire  and  water. 
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DIALOGUE  8. 

SPOLLO  LJ\rD  MERCURr, 

Apol.  Can  you  tell  me,  Mercury,  whicii 
<>f  these  is  Castor,  and  which  Pollox  ?  For 
I  cannot  distinguish  them. 

Mer.  The  one  who  was  with  us  yester- 
day, that  was  Castor,  this  is  Pollux. 

AroL.  How  do  you  distinguish  them  ^  for 
they  are  alike. 

Mer.  Because,  Apollo,  this  one  has  on  his 
face  scars  of  the  wounds  which  he  received 
from  his  antagonists  in  boxing;  and  particu- 
larly scars  of  such  wounds  as  he  received 
from  Bebrycian  Amycus,  when  sailing  with 
Jason;  but  the  other  shows  no  such  mark, 
but  is  smooth  and  unhurt  as  to  his  face. 

Apol.  You  have  done  me  a  favor,  by 
teaching  me  the  marks  of  distinction,  since 
all  the  rest  of  their  equipage  is  alike;  each 
has  the  half-form  of  an  egg,*  and  a  star  on 
the  upper  part  of  it,  and  a  spear  in  their 
hand,  and  a  white  horse;  so  that  I  have  of- 
ten addressed  the  one  as  Castor,  who  was 
Pollux;  and  the  other  by  the  name  of  Pol< 
lux,  who  was  Castor.  But  tell  me  this,  why 
they  are  never  both  with  us,  but  alternately^ 
while  one  of  them  is  among  the  dead,  the 
other  is  a  god. 

Mer.  They  do  this  from  fraternal  love; 

*  The  helmets  which  they  wore,  wer§  in  the  form 
of  half  an  eg-?. 


(i^r  since  it  was  necessary  that  one  of  tlm 
sons  of  Leda  should  die,  and  the  other  he 
immortal,  they  thus  divided  their  immortal- 
ity. 

AroL.  They  did   not  understand  how  to 

make  a  division,  if  they  will  not  thus  see 
each  other,  which  I  suppose  they  particular- 
ly desired;  for  how  can  they,  one  bein^  with 
the  Gods,  and  the  other  with  mortals  ?  But^ 
as  I  imagine,  ^sculapius  cures  diseases,  and 
you  teacTi  wrestling,  being  a  most  excellent 
instructor,  and  Diana  practices  midwifery; 
and  each  of  the  rest  has  some  art  profitable 
either  to  the  Gods  or  to  men;  but  these,  what 
shall  they  do  for  us  ?  Or  shall  they,  stout  as 
they  are,  idly  feast  with  us  ? 

Mer.  By  no  means;  but  they  have  been 
ordered  to  serve  Neptune,  and  they  must 
ride  about  the  sea,  and  wherever  they  shall 
see  sailors  tossed  with  tempests,  must  enter 
the  ship  and  save  the  mariners. 

A  POL.  You  mention,  a  good  and  salutif^ 


reus  art. 
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DIALOGUE  9. 
MERCURY  dJVD  MJIU. 

Mer.  Am  I  not  to  be  pitied;  for  what  De* 
ity  in  heaven,  O  mother,  is  more  miserable 
than  I  am  ? 

Maia.  Say  no  such  thing,  Mercury. 

Mer.  Why  should  I  not  say  so,  who  have 
so  many  dutifes,  laboring  alone,  and  distract- 
ed with  so  many  services  ?  For  I  must  rise 
early  and  clear  off  the  banquet;  and  having 
furnished  the  council-chamber,  and  arranged 
every  thing  in  order,  I  must  attend  upon  Ju- 
piter, and  carry  messages  from  him  running 
up  and  down  all  day;  and  having  returned 
yet  covered  with  dust,  present  the  ambrosia; 
and  before  the  lately  procured  cup-bearer 
came,  I  also  poured  the  nectar.  But  the 
most  painful  of  all  is,  that  I  alone  among  all 
the  rest,  do  not  sleep  at  night;  but  then  also 
I  must  gratify  Pluto,  and  be  a  conductor  of 
the  dead,  and  attend  his  tribunal.  For  the 
labors  of  the  dav  are  not  enoudi  for  me  to 
be  at  the  Palsestra,  and  make  proclamation 
to  the  assemblies,  and  instruct  orators;  but 
ivhen  thus  distracted,  I  must  besides  man-^ 
age  the  affairs  of  the  dead.  Even  the  sons 
of  Leda,*  are  each  for  a  day  alternately  in 
heaven,  and  in  the  lower  regions;  but  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  do  these  same  things 
everj/  day.     And  the  sons  of  Alcinena  and 

*■  Castor  and  rollirs 
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Lemele,t  born  of  ignoble  women,  feast  free 
from  care;  but  I  the  son  of  Maia  the  daugh" 
ter  of  Atlas  serve  tliem;  and  me,  just  now 
returning  from  Sidon  from  the  daughter  of 
Cadmus,  to  whom  he  had  sent  me  to  see 
what  the  girl  was  doing;  before  I  had  taken 
breath,  he  has  again  sent  to  Argoe  to  visit 
Danae;  then  having  gone  thence,  says  he,  to 
Bfeotia,  visit  Antiope  on  your  passage,  and 
in  short  I  have  now  refused  to  do  it.  If, 
therefore,  it  were  possible  for  me,  I  would 
xvillingly  request  to  be  sold  like  those  who 
SBrve  abjectly  on  the  earth, 

Maia.  Endure  these  things,  my  child;  for* 
you  being  a  youth,  ought  to  serve  your  fathep 
in  all  things;  and  now,  as  you  have  beea 
sent,  proceed  to  Argos,  and  then  to  Boeotia^ 
lest  you  also  receive  stripes  for  delaying;  fcpp 
■ijiose  engaged  in  love  are  easily  enrage^,' 

•vHerculsij  and  Bac]ius< 


Ill 


PAL/EPHATUS'  EXPLANATK)>y' 

OF 

INCREDIBLE   HISTORICAL    STJTi:^ 
MEJ^TS. 


1.  OF  THE  CENTAURS. 

It  is  reported,  that  there  once  were  beasts, 
which  had  the  whole  appearance  of  horses, 
except  the  head,  and  that  lilce  the  head  of  a 
man.  If  any  one  then  believes  that  there 
was  such  a  beast,  he  believes  an  iuipossibili- 
ty;  for  the  natures  of  a  horse  and  man  are 
not  congenial,  nor  their  food  alike;  nor  is  it 
possible  that  the  food  of  a  horse  should  pass 
throug;h  a  human  moutli  and  throat.  And  if 
there  was  such  a  beast  then,  it  would  also 
exist  now.     But  tlie  truth  is  thus. 

Wliile  Ixion  was  king  of  Thessaly,  a  herd 
of  bulls  run  wild  on  mount  Pelius,  and  made 
the  rest  of  t1»e  mountains  impassable.  For 
the  bulls,  descending  into  the  inhabited  ;>/«- 
ces,  injured  the  trees  and  fruits,  and  destroy- 
ed the  cattle.  Ixion,  therefore,  made  proc^ 
lamation,  that  if  any  one  would  destroy  the 
bu'ls,  he  would  give  him  a  very  large  sum  of 
money.  And  certain  younji;  men  from  the 
foot  of  the   mountain,  from  a  certain  viilaoe 

JI.J       '■■4 
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i;aiiefl  Nephele,  contrive  to  train  racin^;  lior* 
sesr  for  they  kiiew  not  before  how  to  ride  on 
hoi'ses,  hut  only  used  chariots.  And  thus 
mounting  their  swift  horses,  tliey  rode  to 
where  the  bulls  were;  and  they  attacked  the 
Iienl,  and  shot  them  witli  darts.  And  the 
yoiino-  men,  when  they  were  pursued  by  the 
buils,  fled;  for  the  horses  were  the  swiftest. 
And  when  th.e  hulls  stopped,  they  turned  a- 
absiut,  and  hurled  their  darts.  And  in  that 
manner  thev  destroyed  them.  And  thence 
from  t'lis  transaction  the  Centaurs  recieved 
il^eir  name,  because  they  shot  the  bulls  with 
darts;  for  there  is  no  part  of  a  bull  in  the 
Centaurs;  but  thej  have  the  appearance  of  a 
iiorse  and  man. 

The  Centaurs  having  therefore  received 
their  Mioney  from  Ixion,  and  being  elated 
"witi;  their  performance  and  their  wealth. 
"were  insolent,  and  proud,  and  committed 
outni2;es  even  against  Ixion  himself,  wh(t 
lived  in  a  city  called  Larissa.  And  those 
"ivh'>  inhabited  this  country,  were  called  La- 
pit!  ae.  And  tiie  Centaurs,  being  invited  to 
to  a  feast  by  the  Lapithse.  become  intoxica- 
ted, and  seized  tlieir  wives,  and  placing  them 
upon  their  horses,  .fied  to  their  own  country 
whence  they  came.  They  therefore  Vv'a>;;ed 
wat  with  the  I^apithfe,and  descending  by 
iii^rht  into  the  plains,  they  lay  in  ambush; 
and  w'nen  day  arrived,  they  seized  the  La- 
pithfe  and  fled  to  the  mountains.  And  as 
they  were  thus  departing,  the  horses  tails^ 
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{i)r  since  it  was  necessary  that  one  of  the 
sons  of  Leda  should  die,  and  the  other  b& 
immortal,  thev  thus  divided  their  immortal- 
ity. 

Apol.  They  did  not  understand  how  t9 
make  a  division,  if  they  will  not  thus  see 
each  other,  which  I  suppose  they  particular- 
ly desired;  for  how  can  they,  one  being  with 
the  Gods,  and  the  other  with  mortals  ?  But, 
as  I  imagine,  ^sculapius  cures  diseases,  and 
you  teach  wrestling,  being  a  most  excellent 
instructor,  and  Diana  practices  midwifery; 
and  each  of  the  rest  has  some  art  profitable 
either  to  the  Gods  or  to  men;  but  these,  w'sat 
shall  they  do  far  us  ?  Or  shall  they,  stout  as 
they  are,  idly  feast  with  us  ? 

Mer.  By  no  means;  but  they  have  been 
ordered  to  serve  Neptune,  and  they  must 
ride  about  the  sea,  and  wherever  they  shall 
see  sailors  tossed  with  tempests,  must  enter 
the  ship  and  save  the  mariners. 

x^poL.  You  mention,  a  good  and  salutife- 
rous  art. 
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;^at]ier  hunted,  his  property  was  destroyed^ 
And  when  he  had  nothing  more,  people  said^ 
"  wretched  Actason  was  devoured  by  his 
own  dogs." 


/5,  OF  THE  MAN-EATING  HORSES  OF 
DIOMEDE. 

They  say,  respecting  the  horses  of  Dio- 
mede,  that  they  devoured  men.  But  this 
is  ridiculous.  For  that  anima!  is  pleased 
with  corn  and  grass,  rather  than  with  human 
flesh.  But  the  truth  is  this.  The  ancients 
being  doers  of  their  own  work,  and  possess- 
ing provision,  ant!  the  greatest  abundance, 
because  they  tilled  the  ground;  he  under* 
took  to  raise  horses,  and  was  pleased  with 
horses  until  he  spent  his  estate;  and  selling 
every  thing,  he  expended  it  for  food  for  his 
horses.  His  friends  therefore  named  his 
horses  "  man-eaters" — which  being  done, 
the  fable  was  propagated. 

4.  OF  NIOBE. 

They  say  that  Niobe  when  living  became 
a  stone  upon  the  tomb  of  her  children.  But 
whoever  believes  that  a  man  can  be  forsued 
from  a  stone,  or  a  stone  from  a  man,  is  fool- 
ish. But  the  truth  is  thus:  Niobe,  when  all 
her  chilcirea  had  died,  having  mad;i  a  stune 
statue  lik^  herself^  aud  placed  it.  upon  tha 
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tomb   ot"  her  cl.ildren.     And   we  have  seek 
the  same,  such  as  s!\e  is  represented  to  be. 


5  OF  LYNCEU3. 

They  sar  of  Lvncei?s,  that  he  saw  things 
Tin  <er  the  earth.  Tkit  thJs  is  a  fa'sehood. — 
But  the  truth  is  this:  Lynceus  iitst  be^an  to 
search  for  brass,  and  silver  and  other  things. 
And  in  his  searching  for  metals,  he  carried 
flown  candles  under  the  earth,  r.r:d  left  tliem 
in  some  place.  And  he  brought  up  brass 
and  iron.  Peop'e  therefore  said, "  that  Lyn-^ 
ceus  both  sees  thina,3  under  the  eartii,  ana 
goes  down  and  brings  up  silver." 

6.  OF  C.ENI'rS. 

Thev  say  ;:>jf  Ceeneus,  that  he  Vv'as  invul- 
lierable.  But  whoever  supposes  that  a  man 
as  invulnerable  wi'Ji  iron,  is  ft>olish.  But 
the  trutii  is  thus:  Cx-neus  was  a  Tliessalian 
bj  birth,  brave  m  warlike  deeds,  and  skilled 
in  fi,i;h.ting.  And  having  heen  in  many  bat- 
tles, he  was  never  v.ounded:  nor  did  he  die 
when  fighting  uith  the  Lapithse  against  the 
Centaurs;  l^ut  they  took  hiiii  alone^  and  ':'.i- 
ried  him  alive,  and  thus  he  died.  The  La- 
pit-ise  therefore  said,  upon  taking  wo  bis  dead 
body  and  finding  it  not  wounde  ',  ^  Caeneus 
was  in*  u:ne"able  tfinmgh  ail  his  life,  and  ho 
died  invulnerabi(i».-' 
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7.  OF  EUROPA. 

They  say  that  Europa,  the  daughter  of 
Phoenix,  riding  upon  a  bull,  came  across  the 
^a.  from  Tyre  to  Crete.  But  it  seems  to 
me  that  neither  a  horse,  nor  a  bull  can  cross 
such  a  sea;  nor  could  a  girl  ride  a  wild  bull 
And  Jupiter  if  he  wished  Europa  to  go  into 
Crete,  would  find  some  other  more  honora^ 
ble  passage  for  her.  But  the  truth  is  thus: 
A  Gnossian,  whose  name  was  Taurus,  nadei 
"War  upon  the  Tyrian  country.  And  he  fi- 
nally plundered  other  girls,  and  with  them 
Europa,  the  daughter  of  the  king.  People 
therefore  said,  "  Taurus  went  away  with 
Europa  the  daui?:hter  of  the  king:"  and  this, 
beiu^  done,  the  fable  was  propagated,. 


8.  OF  .^OLUS. 

They  say  that  ^Eolus  was  ruler  of  tha 
■winJs,  who  gave  the  winds  to  Ulysses  in  a 
bottle.  But  respecting  this,  I  suppose  it  is 
plain  to  all.  that  it  is  not  possible.  ButitiSi 
pr((ha")le,  that  ^Eoliis,  being  an  astrologer, 
told  Ulysses  the  tim^s,  in  which  there  would 
be  certain  risings  of  the  winds.  And  tb.ey 
sav.  tnat  even  a  wall  of  brass  was  b'lilt  a- 
rount'  i'.is  citrr  whic'^  is  fal«f>:  f;)?-,  as  i  thiojijj: 
b.o  bad  soldiers  to  guard  his  city. 
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9.  OF  THE  HESPERIDES 

They  say  that  certain  women  were  the? 
daughters  of  Hesperus.  And  they  had  gol- 
den apples  upon  an  apple-tree,  which  a  drag- 
on kept;  for  which  apples  also  Hercules  made 
war.  But  the  truth  is  thus:  Hesperus  was 
a  Milesian,  who  dwelt  in  Caria,  and  had  two 
daughters,  who  were  called  Hesperides. — 
And  he  had  beautiful,  prolific  sheep,  such  as 
are  now  in  Miletus:  and  for  this  they  were 
called  golden,  for  gold  is  very  beautiful;  and 
thev  were  very  beautiful.  And  the  sheep 
"were  called  apples,  which  Hercules,  when  he 
saw  them  feeding  by  the  sea,  drove  away, 
and  put  them  on  board  a  ship;  and  their  shep- 
herd, by  name  a  Dragon,  he  took  home  with 
him,  Hesperus  being  no  longer  alive,  but  his 
children — people  therefore  said,  "  We  have 
seen  the  golden  apples  which  Hercules  took 
from  the  Hesperides,  having  slain  their  keep- 
er a  dragon;*'  and  thence  the  fable  was  prop^ 
agated. 

10;  OF  GERYON. 

They  say  of  Geryon,  that  he  was  three- 
headed.  But  it  is  impossible  for  a  body  to 
have  three  heads.  But  this  was  thus:  There 
is  a  city  in  the  Euxine  Sea,  called  Tricare- 
nia;  and  Geryon  was,  at  that  time,  celebra- 
ted among  men,  surpassing  them  in  v,eaith 
n.nd  other  things.    And  he  had  an  admirable 
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herd  of  heifers,  which  Hercules  attacked, and 
slew  Geryon,  who  opposed  hiui.  And  peo- 
ple, seeing  the  heifers  driven  away,  adinired 
them,  for  they  were  smal!  in  size,  and  lon^ 
from  their  head  to  their  loins,  and  Katnused, 
having  no  horns,  and  their  hones  were  long 
and  wide.  To  those  who  n^.ade  inquiry, 
some  therefore  answered,  "  Hercules  drove 
them  away,  being  the  property  of  Geryon  the 
Tricarenian:"  And  some,  from  this  state- 
ment, supposed  him  to  have  three  heads. 

11.  OF  ORPHEUS. 

'J^HERE  is  a  false  story  respecting  Orphe- 
us, that,  when  he  piped,  quadrupeds,  and 
birds,  and  trees  followed  him.  But  these 
things  seem  to  be  thus:  The  priestesses  of 
Basshus  being  infuriated,  plundered  sheep 
in  Pieria;  and  committed  many  other  acts  of 
violence.  And  being  driven  to  tlie  moun- 
tain, tlicy  remained  there  some  (?ays.  And 
as  they  continued  there,  the  citizens,  fearing 
for  their  wives  and  daughters,  sent  for  Or^ 
pheus.  aud  intreated  liim  to  contrive  how  he 
might  bring  tiiem  down  from  the  mountain. 
And  he,  having  appointed  orgies  to  Bacchus, 
leads  tl)em  down  raving,  by  piping.  And 
they  that  had  sticks  and  boughs  of  various 
trees,  then  descended  first  from  the  moun- 
tain. A]id  the  sticks  brought  down  in  front, 
appeared  wonderful  to  those  wlio  then  saw 
them;  and  they  said,  '»  Orpheus  ^by  piping 
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and  men's  heads  onlv  were  seen.  Seeing- 
tierefore  a  strange  sight,  they  saiv1,'"the 
Centaurs,  rusliing  down  upon  us  from.  Ncp- 
liele,  do  tis  much  injury."  And  from  this 
sic,ht  and  report  the  fabie  was  erro!)eo»islr 
fabricated,  "  that  both  a  horse  and  p.-.an  were 
born  of  a  cloud  '•  in  the  mountain.'' 

2.  OF  ACTtEON. 

They  say  lljat  Act?eon  was  devoured  br 
liis  own  do^s.  Hut  this  is  false;  for  a  dog 
is  peculiarly  fond  of  his  master:  especially 
bounds  fawn  upon  all  n»en.  J3ut  some  say 
that  Diana  having  transformed  him  into  a 
sta^r^  his  dogs  destroyed  him.  But  it  stejus 
to  me  that  Uiana  cannot  do  what  she  pleas- 
es. And  it  is  not  indeed  true,  that  a  btag 
can  be  transformed  from  a  man,  or  a  auui 
from  a  stag.  But  the  poets  have  fabricated 
tl.ese  fables,  that  those  who  hear  them  niio;ht 
not  ofter  offence  to  the  deity.  But  the  truth 
is  thus : 

Act?eon  was  an  Arcadian  by  birth,  and 
delighted  with  hunting.  He  kept  many  dogs 
and  hunted  upon  the  mountains.  And  he 
neglected  his  domestic  concerns;  for  then  all 
men  did  their  own  work,  and  had  no  ser- 
vants at  all,  hut  they  tilled  the  ground.  And 
he,  wlio  tilled  the  ground,  and  was  tlie  most 
laborious,  was  the  lici'est.  And  when  Ac- 
t?eon  neglected  his  duraestlc  cQ]icerns.  and 
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faged  attacks  Alcestis  and  destroys  his  ar^ 
niy,  and  divides  the  spoil  among  his  '»\vn  ar- 
mv,  and  restores  Alcestis  to  Admetus. — ■ 
People  therefore  said,  *'  that  Hercules  cumic 
and  rescued  Alcestis  from  death."  These 
things  having  occurred^  the  fable  was  fahri'^ 
oited. 


lY. 

HIEROCLES'  FACETLf:. 


1.  A  SIMPLETON,  wishing  to  swim,  was 
Hearly  strangled  in  the  attemjJt.  He  swore, 
therefore,  "  he  would  not  touch  the  water 
itrrain,  before  he  had  learned  to  swim." 
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2.  A  simpleton  met  a  friend,  and  said,  "  I 
eaw  vou  in  sleep,  and  addressed  you.  And 
he  replied^  "  Pardon  me  that  I  did  not  at- 
tend to  you,^^ 

S.  A  simpleton  visiting  a  sick  jjerson,  in^ 
quired  about  his  health;  but  he  could  not  an- 
swer. He  was  therefore  exasperated,  and 
censured  him,  saijing^  "  I  hope  that  I  too 
shall  he  sick,  and  not  answer  you,  when  you 
visit  me. 

4.  A  simpleton  having  met  a  physician, 
«  pardon  me,"  said  he,  "  and  do  not  blame 
me,  because  I  have  not  been  sick." 

5.  A  simpleton  wisliing  to  learn  his  horse 
not  to  eat  much,  gave  him  no  food.  And 
when  the  hj)rse  died  with  hunger,  he  said, 
*'  I  ii^ve  sustained  a  great  loss,  for  wlie&  ha 
learned  not  to  eat,  then  he  dteti." 
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(j.  A  simpleton  having  a  house  to  sell,  car-* 
ried  about  a  stone  for  a  sample  of  it. 

7.  A  simpleton  wishing  to  know  whether 
it  were  graceful  for  him  to  sleep,  shut  his 
ejes  and  looked  into  a  mirror. 

8.  A  simpleton  met  a  physician,  and  hid 
behind  a  wall.  And  when  some  one  asked 
the  reason,  he  said,  *'  {  have  not  been  sick, 
foi  some  time,  and  I  am  ashamed  to  com© 
into  the  Slight  of  a  physician." 

9.  A  simuleton  havina:  a  cask  of  Aminfje- 
an  wine,  sealed  it  up.  And  when  a  servant 
tapped  it  underneath,  and  drew  out  the  wine, 
he  wondered  that  while  the  seals  were  wKole 
the  wine  was  diminished.  Anotlier  one  siiid, 
see  if  it  has  not  been  drawn  out  umi-r-r- 
neath.  ••  You  great  fool,'*  said  he,  •"  the 
lower  part  is  not  wanting,  but  the  upper 
part." 

10.  A  simpleton  seeing  some  sparrows  up- 
on a  tree  crept  secretly  under  it,  spread  a 
net,  and  shook  the  tree,  as  if  he  would  catch 
the  sparrows. 

11.  One  simpleton  meeting  another  said, 
I  understood  that  you  v>as  dead.  And  he 
replied,  but  you  see  me  yet  alive.  And  the 
simpleton  rejuiifd,  '^  But  he,  who  informed 
iiie,  is  much  more  credible  than  you." 


I^.  A  Simpleton  walkiiijr  out  into  >^ig  ©wti 
field,  asked  if  the  water  ill  t!i>^  vvel-  t  ere 
xvas  o;ood  to  drink;  and  when  they  toU*  \m 
it  ivas  good,  for  his  parents  also  drank  of  it, 
*'  But  what  long  necks  tliey  had,  '-  said  he; 
*•  tliat  they    could  drink  to  such  a  depth." 

IS.  A  simpleton,  learning  that  a  raven 
would  live  two  hundred  years,  bought  a  ra- 
ven, and  fed  it  for  an  experiment. 

14.  A  simpleton  sliipwrecking  in  a  storm, 
while  every  one  of  the  passengers  were 
grasping  some  utensil  to  save  themselves,  he 
seized  one  of  the  anchors. 

15.  One  of  two  brothers  died:  a  simpleton 
met  the  living  one,  and  asked  him,  "  Did 
you  die,  or  your  brother  ?'' 

16.  A  simpleton,  being  about  to  ship- 
wreck, asked  for  some  paper,  tliat  he  might 
write  his  will.  And  when  he  saw  his  serv- 
ants in  anguish  on  account  of  their  danger, 
he  said,  '•  Grieve  not,  for  I  am  setting  you 
free  ." 

17.  A  simpleton,  wishing  to  cross  a  river, 
entei-ed  tlie  boat  on  horseback;  and  when  he 
was  asked  the  reason,  he  answered  ^  Tjjiit 
he  was  in  a  hurrv.-' 
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18.  A  simpleton  being  destitute  of  food 
sold  his  books;  and,  writing  to  bisfatber,  he 
said,  *•  Congratulate  me,  father,  for  nowm?/ 
books  support  me." 

19.  A  simpleton's  child  died;  and  seeing 
a  ir.uititude  of  peoplo  assemble,  be  said,  ••  I 
am  asbaioed  to  carry  so  small  a  child  before 
so  great  an  assembly." 

20.  A  simpleton's  son,  being  sent  to  a 
ivar  by  his  father,  promised  to  bring  home 
the  bead  of  one  of  tbe  enemy.  But /iis/a- 
ther  replied,  ^"^  1  pray  that  I  may  be  so  bap- 
py  as  to  see  you  return  even  without  a  head;^ 
ir  you  are  only  safe." 

21.  A  friend    wrote  to  a  simpleton,   who 
was  in  Greece,  to  purchase  hin  some  books. 
But  he  neglected  it;  and  wnen,  after  a  while, 
he  was  visited    by  his  friend,  he  said,  "  The 
letter,   wliich  you  sent    me   respecting  the 
books,  I  did  not  receive*" 


V. 

^SOP'S  FABLES. 


1.  THE  COCKLES. 

A  husband  in  a  p/s  son  v.-as  roasting  cock- 
les: and  hearing  them  crackle,  he  said,  '•O 
mmt  wretched  creatines,  do  vou  sins:  while 
Tear  houses  are  burninp.  ? 

2.  THE  HOUSE  AND    GROOM 

A  groom,  while  stealing  and  selling  his 
hmse.s  grain,  rubbed  and  combed  the  horse 
fm-  whole  days.  But  tlie  horse  said,  ''IF  you 
■^Bish  me  to  be  truly  good,  sell  not  the  grain, 
tliat  nourishes  me. 

5.    THE     COUNTRYMAN   AND    SER- 
PENT. 

A  Countryman,  in  the  winter  season, 
fovtnd  a  serpent  stiff  with  cold,  and  took  it 
and  put  it  in  his  bosom  ;  but  the  serpent  be- 
coming warm,  and  recovering  his  own  na- 
ture, wounded  his  benefiiCLor. 

4.    THE  HEN  AND  SV\  ALLOW. 

A  hen,  finding  the  eg::s  of'  a  serpent,  care- 
fully wanned  and  hatched  them  :  butasvaU- 
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low  obser%'iHg  her  sakl,  '•  why,  0  fOol,  6.0 
you  nourisli  these  creatures,  which,  when 
grown  up,  will  begin  their  injury  upon  yoa 
first  ? 

5.  THE  FLY. 

A  fly  falling  into  a  pot  of  meat,  when  it 
Hi-^s  just  about  to  choke,  said  to  itself,  "  but 
I  have  eaten  and  drunken,  and  washed  j  and 
if  I  should  now  die  I  care  not." 

6.  THE  MULE. 

A  mule,  fat  with  grain,  frisked  about  cry- 
in'>*  and  saying,  "  my  father  is  a  swift-run- 
ning horse,  and  I  was  made  altogether  like 
him."  And  as  there  happened  to  be  a  ne- 
cessity for  this  same  mule  to  run,  when  he 
stopped  running,  he  immediately  recollect* 
ed  his  father  was  an  ass, 

r.  THE  FOX  AND  GRAPES. 

A  fox  seeing  some  ripe  grapes  hanging  on 
a  vine^  endeavored  to  eat  them.  But  hav- 
ing made  much  exertion,  and  being  unable 
to  reach  them,  he  consoled  his  grief  by  say- 
ing, '"  th.ey  are  y^t  sour  grapes." 

8.  THE  FOX. 

A  fox  entering  the  shop  of  a  visor-maker, 
and  examining:  every  oneof  Jifs  instruments, 
found  also,  the  head  of  a  visor,  curiously 
iniide  ;  whici^  takini;;  up  by  t!ie  hair,  he  said, 
^'  O  what  a  licad.  i^n^  hath  ao  brain?/' 
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9.  THE  vSICK  RAVEN. 

A  sick  raven  said  to  his  mot'ner  "  mother^ 
pray  to  God/wr  me,  and  mourn  not."  But 
she  answered  liini  savins:,  "  which  of  tlie 
Gods,  my  child,  will  pity  you  ;  for  from  the 
ali'ars  of  v/hich  of  theniy  has  not  meat  been 
iilched  by  you  ?" 

10,   THE  DOG  CARRYING  A  PIECE 
OF  MEAT. 

A  dog,  carrying  a  piece  of  meat,  was  cros- 
sing a  river;  and  seeing  his  own  s'ladow  iri 
the  water,  he  supposed  it  to  he  another  dog 
holding  a  piece  of  meat;  and  droppin;;  hia 
own,  he  attempted  to  catch  that  of  the"  oth- 
er, and  i(»st  both;  the  one  indeed  did  not  ex- 
ist, and  the  other  which  he  had  was  canied 
<lo\vn  by  the  current. 

11.    THE  PEACOCK  AND   JACKDAW. 

Wji'en  th.e  h'irds  wished  to  choose  a  king, 
the  Peacock  tliou  j;ht  hiinstlf  worth v,  on  ac- 
count  of  his  beauty, to  be  chose-i ;  and  v^hiea 
all  had  chosen  him,  the  Jackdaw  addressing 
him  said,  ••  B-it  if,  wtdie  you  are  king,  the 
ea'^lt  sliall  attempt  to  injure  us, how  will. you 
protect  us  ?" 

12.  THE  HUNGRY  DOGS. 

Some  hungry  doo;s,  wlien  they  sav/  hides 
soaking  in  a  rivrr.  ' '-t  were  uiuihlc'  t-^  <^:n<e 
at  them,   ai^reed  witii  eacn  other,   tjiat  tliev 


58 

'would  first  {\m)\i  off  the  water,  and  t^neS 
t)>^v  could  thus  ohtain  the  hides,  hut  it  hap- 
penedto  them  upon  drinking,  that  they  wero 
burst  before  they  could  reach  the  hides. 

13.  THE  HORSE  AND  STAG. 

A  horse  had  a  pasture  alone;  but  when  a 
^tag  came  and  was  spoiling  the  feed,  wishing 
to  revenge  upon  the  stag,  he  asked  a  man,  if 
he  could  with  him  punish  the  stag.  And  he 
ajireed  to,  provided  he  would  receive  the 
bit,  and  he  might  mount  him,  having  darts. 
And  when  the.  horse  had  consented,  and  the 
man  had  mounted,  instead  of  taking  revenge, 
he  only  served  the  man. 

14.   THE  GRASSHOPPER  AND  ANTS, 

In  the  winter  season,  when  grain  wasJ 
socikm^  in  the  ground,  the  ants  were  dry; 
and  a  hungry  grasshopper  asked  them  for 
food.  13ut  the  ants  said  to  him,  why  did 
jou  not  collect  provision  in  the  summer  ?— 
But  he  said,  I  was  not  idle,  hut  sung  melo- 
diously. And  they  laughed  and  said,  ''  but 
if  you  piped  in  th?  summer,  dance  in  the, 
"ivinter." 

15.  THE  OLD  MAN  AND  DEATH. 

An  old  man  having  once  cut  some  sticks 
upon  a  mountain,  and  raised  them  upon  his 
shoulders,  ^vheri  he  had  proceeded  some  dis- 
tance oppressed  with  the  weight,  being  great?- 
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iy  fatigued,  he  both  laid  down  the  sticks,  and 
besouiiht  death  to  come.  And  death  iini^-e- 
diately  presenting  himself,  and  asking  the 
reason,  for  which  he  had  called  him,  the  old 
man  said,  "  that  you  might  take  up  this  load, 
and  place  it  on  me." 

16.  THE  DOG  AND  ASS. 

'  A  certain  man  who  had  a  Melitsean  dog, 
and  an  ass,  was  continually  playing  with 
the  dog:  and  whenever  he  had  a  feast  abroad, 
he  carried  something  for  him  and  flung  it  be- 
fore him  as  he  approached.  And  the  ass, 
envying  the  dog^  ran  before  him,  and  in  ca- 
pering about,  kicked  his  master.  But  he 
was  exasperated,  and  ordered  a  servant  to 
beat  him,  and  take  him  to  the  mill  and  bind 
him. 

17.  THE  FIGHTING  COCKS. 

Of  two  cocks  that  fought  about  the  hens, 
one  put  the  other  to  flight.  And  the  one 
that  was  conquered  went  away  and  hid  him- 
self in  a  dark  place;  but  the  victor  flying  up 
to  an  eminent  place,  and  standing  upon  a 
high  wall,  crowed  aloud.  And  immediately 
an  eagle  flew  down  and  caught  him;  and  the 
one,  that  was  concealed  in  the  dark,  thenc<!;. 
forth  gallanted  the  hens  at  pleasure. 
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18.  THE  VIPER  AND  FILE. 
A  viper  cutered  a  hrasiers  shop,  and  re^ 
quested  of  the  instruineiits  that  were  th'rs 
sometlnniT  t;)  eat.  He  cauie  tlierefore  to  thef 
fil^^.  and  a'^sked  it  to  give  him  something;  and 
it  ausv.ered  him  saving,  '•  but  jou  are  iool- 
isli  to  tidnk  you  will  receive  any  thing  troia 
me,  whoam^iccustomed  not  to  give,  but  to 
receive  from  all." 

19.  THE  WOLF  AND  CRANE. 

A  hone  stuck  in  a  Wolf's  throat:  and  he 
said  he  would  reward  the  crane,  if  he  wouM 
re?ch  in  his  head,  and  extract  tiie  hone  troin 
his  throat.  And  he,  heing  long-necked,  ex- 
tracted it.  and  denianded  the  reward;  f  ut 
he,  rtuiiling,  and  aerating  his  teeth,  said, 
«  this  alone  is  a  sufHcient  reward  for  you, 
that  vou  have  rescued  your  head  safe  and 
without  injury,  from  the  mouth  and  teeth  of 
a  wolf." 

20.  THE  HUNGRY  FOX. 
A  huri'=-ry  fox  saw,  in  his  hunger,  a  shep- 
herd-s  meat  and  bread  left  by  hi:n  in  a  cer- 
tain cottaq;e;  and,  havin^i^  entered  hy  a  very 
small  aperture,  he  ate  them  witii  ease;  >^nt 
beins:  swollen,  and  unahle  to  get  out  of  the 
cottac^e.  lie  groaned  and  wept.  And  anoth- 
er fox  passing  by  heard  his  groans,  and  wer^t 
tohiui'dnd  inquired  the  cause:  and  hav,..:g 
learned  it,  sahL  ^'  re-nain  there  till  you  :.e- 
cDme  such  as  you  was  when  you  went  m.- 


21.   THE  LION  AND  A&S. 

A  Hon  and  Ass,  forming  an  alliance,  went 
a  hunting.  And  when  they  came  to  a  cer- 
tain cave,  in  which  were  wild  goats,  the  Hon 
standing  at  the  mouth  of  it,  took  the  goats 
as  they  came  out;  but  the  ass  entering  in, 
jumped  about  among  them,  and  brayed  in- 
tending to  frighten  them.  And  when  the 
lion  had  taken  very  many  of  them,  the  ass 
came  out  and  asked  if  he  had  fought  well 
and  driven  out  the  goats.  And  he  said,  '•'•  he 
assured  that  I  also  should  have  feared  you, 
if  1  had  known  you  to  be  an  ass." 

22.    THE  STAG. 

A  thirsty  stag  came  to  a  spring;  and  see- 
ing his  own  shadow;  he  found  fault  with  his 
feet  as  slender  and  weak;  but  praised  his 
horns  as  very  large,  and  very  long.  And 
before  he  had  done  drinking,  a  huntsman 
attacked  hint  and  he  fed.  And  having  run 
a  considerable  distance,  and  entered  a  thick- 
et, was  entangled  by  bis  hoins  and  taken  ; 
and  he  said,  *'  Oil  fool  that  1  am  !  wlio  was 
saved  bv  the  feat  whicli  t  disliked,  and  be- 
trayed  by  the  horns,  in  which  1  gloried," 

23.  THE  FOX  AND  RAVEN. 

A  raven,  having  seized  a  peice  of  meat, 
was  sitting  upon  a  certain  tree,  ^-^nd  a  fox 
seeing  him,  and  vvisbinir  to  oUain  the  iueat, 
.stood  under  him^  and  {.'laised  him,   sayin;:- 
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that  fie  ii)as  a  very  large  and  a  handsomo 
bird,  aad  qualified  for  hunting,  and  heautifulj 
and  it  would  befit  thee  to  l)e  a  king  of  birds, 
if  thou  also  had  a  good  voice;  but  0  vvliat  a 
bird,  and  art  speechless.  And  the  ravea 
hearing  these  things,  and  being  elated  with 
praises,  dropped  the  meat  and  croaked  a- 
loud.  And  the  fox  run  and  got  the  meat, 
and  said  to  him,  ''  tliou  a  raven  hast  all  oth'» 
er  qualities^  but  thj  mind  is  deScient." 

24.  THE  MICE. 

A  country  mouse  becomes  a  friend  to  a 
city  mouse:  and  to  confirm  their  friendsliip, 
he  first  took  the  city  mouse  into  the  country^ 
and  presented  him  a  shelter  and  provisions, 
which  he  knew  the  country  afforded  its  in- 
habitants. And  the  city  mouse  returning 
the  compliment,  took  the  country  mouse  in- 
to the  city,  and  conducted  him  to  the  house 
of  a  rich  man.  And  when  they  wished  to 
handle  what  was  there,  some  one  would 
come  and  hinder  them;  and  they  were  driv- 
en from  their  attempt  upon  the  victuals  as 
often  as  they  endeavored  to  partake  of  it. 
And  finally  the  country  mouse  said,  "  I  will 
return,  prefering  the  mediocrity  in  thfJ. 
country. to  the  luxury  in  a  city," 
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^5.  THE  COCKS  AND  PART-RIDGE. 

A  certain   man    having   oame    cocks  in  a. 
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yard,  bought  a  partridge,  and  turned  it  out 
to  feed  with  them.  But  when  they  pecked 
him,  and  drove  him  away /rom  the  meat,  he 
was  greatly  dejected,  to  think  that  lie  a 
stranger  should  suffer  this  treatment  from 
the  cocks.  But  when  after  a  short  time,  he 
also  saw  them  fighting  and  wounding  each 
other,  he  was  relieved  from  sorrow  and  said^ 
'^  but  I  will  not  henceforth  grieve,  since  I 
see  them  also  fighting  each  other." 

26.  THE  FOXES. 

A  fox  being  caught  in  a  trap,  and  running 
away  with  his  tail  cut  off,  led,  through 
shame,  a  disagreeable  life.  He  determined 
therefore  to  recommend  the  same  to  the  oth- 
er fox.es,  that  he  miglit  conceal  his  own  dis- 
grace in  the  common  calamity.  And  having 
assembled  them  all,  he  advised  them  to  cut 
off  their  tails,  as  this  was  not  only  an  inde- 
corous meihber,  but  also  a  useless  burthen 
hans-ini?;  at  them.  But  one  of  them  answer- 
ed  him  sayin«;,  "  Ah  sir,  if  this  were  not 
for  your  selfinterest,  yoa  would  not  recom' 
ro^iid  it  to  us." 
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sr.    THE  LION,  AND  \SS,  AND  FOX. 

A  lion,  and  ass,  and  fox,  entered  into 
partnership,  and  went  a  hunting.  And 
when  they  had  caught  considerable  game, 
the  lion  ordered  the  ass  to  divide  it  among 
them.  And  he  having  made  three  equal 
siiares,  requested  them  to  choose.  But  the 
lion  heing  enraged  devoured  the  ass.  He 
then  ordered  the  fox  to  divide.  And  he  hav- 
ing heaped  ail  into  one  share,  reserved  a  lit- 
tle something  for  himself.  And  the  lion  said 
to  him,  who,  good  sir,  taught  you  to  make 
such  a  division  .^  And  he  replied,  "  the  fate 
of  tiie  ass." 

28.  THE  FROGS. 

The  fro2:s,  greived  at  their  anarchy,  sent 
embassadrus  to  Jupiter,  to  request  him  to  giv& 
tl^eoi  a  !;ing.  But  he  perceiving  their  folly 
sent  down  a  log  into  the  lake.  And  the 
fro!js  were  at  first  terrified  at  the  noise,  and 
went  down  into  the  deep  parts  of  the  lake. 
Eut  afterwards,  when  the  log  was  mt)tion- 
less,  they  emerged,  and  came  to  such  a  con* 
tempt  of  it,  that  they  jumped  upon  it,  and 
sat  there.  But  thinking  it  shameful  to  have 
such  a  king,  they  went  the  second  time  to 
Jupiter,  and  requested  him  to  change  their 
prince ;  for  the  first  was  very  sluggish  and 
senseless.  And  Jupiter,  enraged  at  themj 
sent  tl'em  a  water-snake,  by  which  the;^ 
•^-ere  t/iken  and  devoured. 
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S9.  THE  HERDSMAN. 

A  herdsman,  while  feeding  a  liock  of  cat- 
tie.  lost  a  calf.  And  traversing-  the  wliole 
wilderness,  he  spent  miic/i  time,  in  search- 
ins:  for  it.  But  when  he  could  not  flnvl  it, 
he  prayed  to  Jupiter,  saifin_^,  it  he  Mould 
show  him  tlic  tliief,  that  took  the  calf,  iie 
would  sacrifice  a  kid.  And  upon  ente  i;!-;:;  a 
certain  grove  of  ;!aks,  he  found  a  lion  de- 
vouriiiiT  tao;  caf.  Being  therefore  afraid, 
and  greatly  terrified,  he  raised  his  hands  to 
heaven  and  said,  '*  O  great  Jupiter,  I  prom- 
ised to  give  tiiee  a  kid  it  I  found  the  thief; 
I  now  promise  to  sacrifice  a  bull  to  thee,  i^ 
I  can  escape  Ids  hands.'' 

SO.  THE  DOG  AND  COCK. 

A  dog  and  cock  forming  an  assuciation, 
went  a  journey.  And  niglit  coming  on,  the> 
cock  H'^cending  a  tree  slept  there  ;  and  the 
dog  slept  in  a  cavity  at  the  root  of  the  tree. 
And  when  the  cock  crew,  as  usual,  in  tiie 
night,  a  fox  heard  it,  and  run  to  him;  and 
standing  below,  wislied  him  to  come  down 
to  him,  for  he  wished  to  salute  an  animal 
who  crovved  v, ith  so  good  a  voice.  But  he 
told  him  to  first  nake  tiie  porter  asleep  at 
the  root,  that,  when  he  had  opened,  ;  e  riii^'it 
come  down.  And  when  lie  attempted  to 
call  /u;;i,  the  dog  suddenly  sprung  2Lj.;on  tihiv 
^lul  tore  him  to  pieces. 
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;31.  MERCURY  AND  THE  STATUARY. 

Mercury  wishing  to  know  in  what  repute 
he  was  among  mankind,  transformed  himself 
into  a  man,  and  went  into  a  Statuary's  shop. 
And  seeing  a  Statue  of  Jupiter,  he  asked, 
for  how  much  can  one  purchase  this  ?  And 
•when  he  answered,  "  a  drachm,"  he  smiled 
and  said,  for  how  much  that  of  Juno  ?  And 
he  answered,  "  more  than  adrachm,^^  See- 
ing also  his  own  statue,  and  supposing,  that 
since  he  was  the  messenger  of  the  Gods, 
and  the  God  of  trade,  his  reputation  would 
be  great  among  men,  he  inquired  respecting 
that.  And  the  statuary  said,  '*  If  you  wiQ 
buy  those  twop  I  will  give  you  this  into  the 
feargaifi," 
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